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PIGHTARS FOR FRIZDOM OF ISRALL

DAILY PRES S BULL TTIN
No, 20 °

Tel-Aviv, Oth August, 1948

1)  RELEASE OR TRIAL. : ("Mivrak")

At the time these lines reach the reader the result of the
order nisl retition, lodged against the Chief of Staff of the
Defence Army of Israel, will. be already known, We shall know
then whether the Provisional Goverment has any rqspect for the
courts of justice and the rights of man or, conterituous of both,
has again eluded responsibility by using some sort of legalis-
tic dodge.

The case of the flive men detained under the British rade
Emergency Regulations nay wall prove a crucial test for the Pro-
visioml Government and seal 1ts fat a.

Emergency regulatlions aro a potent weapon in the hands of a
govermment, Experience has, however, ahown that this weapon is
double-edged. One of 1ts razor-sharp edges is always turned
towards the government holding it and threatens to behcad it.

The legality of the right to deny personal liberty without
giving cause or put ting the person concerned on trial, is a
quest lonable one. It is certainly very ef’ective in intinidating
a majority of the people and making 1t obedient, but at the sane
time it promotes a rebellious minority that gtrives to overturn
‘the e xisting govermment with all reans at its disposal.

Detention camps quickened the downfall of th= British rule
in our country more than any other single factor. Detainces
made some attempts to defend their rights by applying to court,
only to learn t hat .courts of law are & part of the adninistrative
machine and their functions aro to justify evil and condern the
citizen., They found therisel ves defenceless in the face of the
conviction that might is right. To give gatisfaction to their
bitter feeling of helpless indignation they forged a weaponh of
their own - the underground, and struck at tte Governnent.
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 : The épiri% ﬁf.the Jewiah uanderground was fired not only by
national sentiméents; it was nlso fed by bitter feelings of outlaws
fighting for olementary human rights.

The Provisional Gove rment should profit by the leasons of
experience and see clearly the inevitable logical chain of events.
A regime that sets in motion the nachinery of energency 1awes nust
be prepared to get up gallows as well. The process ends either
in the end of the govermnent or the end of the rebels. The down-—
fall of a government is usually a rore 1ikely outcorie than the
successful suppression of a revolut ionary riovene nt.

The Government must declare clearly, once for all: in the
State of Israel there 1g no detention without giving cause. if
there are cause and reason to deprive a person of its liberty,
that person must gtand a trial. The Governrent rmst then O to
the trouble of formulating ¢ harges and producing evidence ©oO
gsupport then. The fingl decision will rest with the judge. ir
the Govermment 1is unable to charge the a ccused, then it rust
release him, Denial of a person's freedor without trial 1is
nothing short of a slow mirder, 1t ig tyranny, A persol that
has ever had an experience of detention under the e rgency Re—
gulations will never forget it, nor fopgive those who crused
it.

The sensation of an unlimited powery in their handg 18
1ikely to i1ntoxicate our ncw and.unexperienced rle s, & ine
toxicated person cannot be responsible for its zobiondgs, T
for its own good and the good of the pe ople, T hHo Proyina =
Gove rnment rmust sobel, and the scomer the retter.
gows now will bring forth fruit. Whoever SowWs opprésslon
reaps rcbellion.

A recoursc to legal subterfuges will only compl icate t he
gituation, The citizcn will repard such practices 0% cniy ag
villainy, but ag evidence of foar a s well.

The alternatives are either to try the detainecs or O
release tlhemn, '

2) DO _NOr _ZE DR TIVED. (Broadcast on 8,8,U8.)

The Kol Yisrasl Radlo, in announcing the near arrival of
the Soviet Delegation, added, apparently trying to save equl-
1ibrium, that the American linister was slso on his way Lo
Eretz-Isracl, The Government of Tgracl seens to be 111 at case
because of the warnm gyrapathy to the Soviet Union shown by the
public, which cannot fail to aprheciate the fact that the Soviet
Union is the first state to send us jtg diplonatic missiol. By
Et{egsing that U, S, 1is also sending us its dipl?matic missignt
o ASBRS 15 11ty of & risrepresentation. The fact is L0a¥
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Mr., James MacDonald 1 s not amninister, cannot be a rninis-
ter forthe simple reason that his Government has not yet recoge—
nized us 'de jure'. Ur, MacDonald will'e here in the capacity of
‘e mére representative., A4As such, his presence here, far from being
a sign of our independenceé, will be a rude insult to our sove-
reignty. It will demonstrate c learly that, in the opinion of

the U, 5. Goverment, our State cannot yet be treated a& a
sovereign nation and is regarded as & territory with an unde~
fired status,

The arrival of the Soviet Delegation has been made possible
by our underground struggle. The arrival of the dnerican repre-
gentative has been made possible by a policy of subraission,
characteristic of the Jewish Agency, Therefore the arrival of
the Soviet Minister is a strong evidence of our sovereignty, while
the coming of the American reprosgentative - as well as t hat of
the Americaen observers - ls a serious threat to the Jewish inde-
pendence,

3} WEAXNESS IS DANGEROUS, (Broadcast on 9.8.48:)

A foreign correspondent gont a message from Tgl-Aviv to the
effect that notwithstanding its apparently firm stand, the Govern-
‘ment of Israel was not prepared to renew hostilities beccause of
Jerusalem or the question of the Aprab refugeoes.

We do not know what source gupplied this interesting infor-
mation, We wish we could brand the report as false and unfounded.
Unfortunately, the behaviour of the Government sesms to indicate
that there is some truth in the report. In the political sphere
the Government abstains from including Jerusalem in the State of
Isracl; in the military sphere it cnforces on tihe troops, in the
face of incessant and flagrant provocations of the Arab Legion
in Jerusalem, an unexcusable and unjustifiable self-restraint.

So facts tend to support the reporter's contention t hat our Go-
vernmemt will not go to war because of Jerusalen.

All British manocuvres have so far failed, but the British
objective remains unchanged. In the past the eneny was searching
our defencea for a weak point; now he is looking for weak points
in our policy, to be used as bridgehecads for political of “ensive.
All manifestations of weakness, vacillation or readiness to com-
promise on the side of our Goverment at this juncture are likely
to cause our wholc political front to crurble., Any concessions
made on the questions of Jerusalom or Arab refugees will be ex-
ploited as estarting points for Anglo-American political pres-
sure (to say nothing of 4aishonour).

The Goverment is urged to make it abundantly clear that it
is ready to use fully its amed forces to avert any attack or
attempt on our sovereignty,
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